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Camp Monteith’s Spc. Harold Gruda, a scout in Scout Platoon, 1st Battalion, 30th I nfantry Regiment, respondsto aradio call while manning a M-240B
machinegun at the Traffic Control Point at Muci Babe during Operation Iron Fist 111 on Feb. 27.

TFF soldiers search for illegal weaponsduring Iron Figt I11

by Spc. Moally Jones
Staff Writer

MUCHIBABA, Kosovo—
Thegroundmovementwastimey
andconcise Thesmell convoysof
vehideshedonly afiveminute
windowtopassthroughtheir
gppropriate checkpoints.

Onceagain, KFORcon-
ductedanlronFistOperation
involvingCampMornteith' sA Co.,
1«Battalion,30thInfantry Regiment
(FortBenning, Ga).

IronFistOperationsare
cordonandseerchesthat KFOR
conductsonaroutinebasisthrough-
outKosovo.“ Fortunately forus, (we
were) Hectedagaintoparticipatein
our secondlronFst Operation,”
saidA Co.commander, Capt. Scott
Anderson.

“Wegainedalotof expertise
andknowledgefromourfirg Iron
FistOperation,” Andersonex-
planed. “We velearedfromour
mistakesandfoundbetter waysto
dobusiness”

“Notonly dowegethands-
ontraningandmusdememory from
doingthis butitbuildscorfidencein
thesoldiers” saidSgt. GordonHunt,
A Co., TF1-30, 3rdsquad dis-
mount leeder.

Inhavingtheopportunityto
participateinancther cordonand
searchoperation,“ soldiersknow
what toexpect, andtheonly way to
trainfor somethinglikethisistoget
outanddoit,” saidHunt.

A Co.,isamechenizedinfantry
company,andonitsfirstexperience
withlronH, itconductedanair
assaultintothe13thTactica Group
(RussanSector). Thistimewasa
groundmovement, butthey used
vehidestheywouldnottreditionally
use, suchasUp-Armored
Humvees “Wearedoingoperaions
thatlessthansix monthsagowehed
never donebefore,” said Anderson.

“Nowmy soldiershave
establishedalevel of knowledgeand
expertiss andaregettingvery good
a cordonandsearches Maybethat
hadsomethingtodowithwhywe
weresd ectedtodothisagain.

| askmy guystodoalot,and
they haveparformedmegnificently.
They arededicated professondls,
andareproudof theirjobsandwhat
they aredoinginK osovo.”

“Wearetryingtomekea
better Kosovo,” sadHunt,“ by
conductingcordonandsearches.
Wearegivingthepeopleof Kosovo
afedingthet, besicaly, weareoutin
forcedoingour besttostrengthen

K osovobyworkingwithboth
SarbsandAlbanians”

Theareaof Muchibaba, part
of ACo." ssector,“isprobablythe
mogt depressedareawithinthe
sector,whichhasalittletodowith
themindsetof thepeople, I think,”
sadAnderson.

Thecommunity wascutoff
anddividedwhenthelines
between Serbiaand K osovowere
drawn.“ Peoplethisclosetothe
border areparancidandfed like
they areunder attack everyday.
They canlook andseeaSerbian
positionjustonthenexthill and
thinkthey areinMuchibeba, but
that’ sonly historical Muchibabg,”
saidAnderson. Theareaisnow
partof Serbia andtheir military has
evayrighttobethere

“Theyarenotdoinganything
theyshouldn' tbedoing, butit’ sjust
sohardtogetthemtobdievethat
theyaren’ tunder attack orbeing
threstened,” Andersonfurther
explained. “ After somany yearsof
war betweeneachother, it shard
toconvincethemthey don'tneed
AK47sinevery houseforprotec-
tionaslongasK FORispresent.
That' spartof ourjob. Intimethey
will cometoredizethat thereisnot
aSarbianbehindevery treewaiting

togetthem. Themindsetisthe
hardestthingtochange”

SearcheslikeOperationiron
Figtarenotdonesoldytofindillegel
amsandmunitions, athoughthatis
avery higreason. They aredso
donetodemongratetothepopu-
lousthecapabilitiesof KFOR
oldiers ashowof force.

Out of thegpproximate 60
houses, barns, and abandoned
buildingsthetweresearched, only
onehadcontraband. Theillegal
itemswerefoundby theQuick
ReectionForce, AlphaCo. 5th
Eng.Bn.,fromFortDrum,N.Y.
TheQRFonly hada narrow flight
window,sooncetheyfoundthe
itemsthey begancategorizing. Since
wewered reedy ontheground, we
tookoverforthem,” saidFirstLt.
BrianHuskey 3rdplatoonleader, A

“We ddonethisseveratimes
beforesotherewasno problem
tekingover,” hesad.

AccordingtoHuskey,who
afterwardtakedwiththemayor of
Muchibabia,“ he(themayor) was
gladwesearchedsowecouldsee
thatmostalltownspeopleare
fallowingtherules”
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Dealing with our emotions surrounding Enduring Freedom

| want to
discuss possible
emotionssurround-
ing Operation
Enduring Freedom.
Aswe approach
our last few weeks
hereinKosovo, a
very important
international mis-
sion, amissionwe
must not lose focus
on, and onethat we
wereassigned to
complete, the
limited newsthat
we encounter here,
seems to be fo-
cused around the U.S. President’ swar onterror-
ism, and specifically Operation Enduring Free-
domin Afghanistan. | want to talk to the Multina-
tional Brigade East family asto what emotions
you might befeeling about Operation Enduring
Freedom.

| believewe collectively feel pride, sorrow,
fear, doubt, anger, jealousy and evenrelief. And
just as, for those of you who werewith meon
the eleventh of September 2001, aswewere
deployed to the Joint Readiness Training Center
at Fort Polk, La., aswewere going through our
Mission Rehearsal Exercise, preparing for this
mission in Kosovo, aday that changed our lives,
aday that changed theworld, and how everyone

Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber

will view theevil and thereality of terrorism.

| recall the need of urgency and the G-1 and
his staff, our chaplains, and our leaders quickly
learning how many of our soldiersmight have
family, or relativesin either the New Y ork City or
Washington D.C area. | remember how difficult
itwasastheleadership talkedtothesoldiersand
civilians, telling them that they must focuson
what they were doing, that we must focus on the
preparation for the mission to Kosovo.

| remember theemotionsthat everyonefelt
about the evil that happened, and therelief of
several soldiersafter they were ableto call and
verify that their family memberswere safe.

Today aswe are faced with themedia’s
attention on Operation Enduring Freedom, | think
it’ simportant that we as sol diersthink through
our emotionsand understand what they mean to
usbothindividually and collectively. Every one of
usshould feel an overwhelming senseof pridein
ourselvesand our fellow soldiers, sailors, airmen
and marines. Weall feel agreat sense of pridein
the sons and daughters of America, these young
men and women who proudly wear the uniform,
knowing that at some point in timethey may be
calledupontorisk their lives, to possibly give
their livesin service of their nation. Soweall
need to feel thissense of pridein our fellow
soldiersand our leadersthat are currently en-
gaged inthevery difficult reality of combat

Weall express sorrow. Many of us have lost
friendsor family. And now aswefacethereality,
thehorror of combat, and thosewho are

wounded or killed, fromthe 101%and 10"
Mountain, wefind ourselvesagain facing the
casualties and recognizing the names of possible
relatives, friendsor neighbors.

All of uswho serve should feel the sorrow
for those soldierswho havelost their livesin
service of our nation, and for their familiesand
friendswho will never physically again spend
timewith them and share memories. It hasa
devastating effect on all of us, and it does com-
fortusall to know that thissenseof pride, in
knowing that these soldiersgavetheir livesfor
something larger than themsel ves, something
moreimportant than their own egos, and that
their families share this pride, that their sonsand
daughters, that their husbands and wives, broth-
ersand sisters, unclesand aunts, friends and
fellow soldiersdied doing what they felt was
important for theworld.

Some of uswill have a sense of fear aswe
attempt to transfer the situation into what we
would do, to place ourselvesinside of thiscom-
bat scenario. If you have never been in acombat
scenarioitisvery stressful, combined with the
physical and mental challenges of getting through
the confusion, the noise, the chaos and the horror
of seeing death, at apersonal level, the fear of
‘Will | dotheright thing?Will | be paralyzed by
personal fears?Will | let our fellow soldiers
down?Will | die?Could | beinjured?Could | be
maimed?How will our liveschange?

I will tell you that our lives
(Please see ENDURING FREEDOM, page 5)

Junior NCOs in Kosovo: Learning leadership the hard way

Providingthe
best leadership
possibleisex-
pected from every-
onewhoisina
position to lead and
supervise soldiers.
When | think about
the war on terror-
ism, themissionwe
haveherein
Kosovo, andthe
competence of
thosejunior leaders
who are charged
withleading
America ssonsand
daughtersinharms
way by providing purpose, direction and motiva-
tion, the Corporal and the Sergeant, leading the

Command Sgt. Maj. Ted Walker

chargeinreal world situations, | say wecan’t get
any better training than this.

Never has* Set the example” meant so much
inalot of youngleaders’ lives. Many of these
junior leaders are faced with the challenge of
leading their subordinates 24 hoursaday. Being
under the microscope every day isnot easy.

It sunlike back homewhereyou form up for
work call after PT, and when theduty day isover
you go home or participatein other |eisureactivi-
ties; whereyou only seeyour soldiersfor afew
hours of the day and rarely on holidays or week-
ends, whereflaws can be hidden.

That isnot so herein Kosovo and Afghani-
stan. Our junior leaders must step up to the
plate; set the examplein all that issaid and done.
Some, just ashort while ago, were peers of
soldiersintheir squads, and must live, work, and
lead them for the duration of themission. Lead-
ership can be atough task back at Fort Drum,

Fort Lewis, Fort Benning and other places
across the globe. When you add that they are
livingwiththesoldiersthey areaskedtolead, it
does not make the challenges that they face any
easier.

Everyone expects outstanding | eadership
from these corporal sand junior sergeants, what a
heavy responsibility! Andthey arehandlingthe
task like champs, thanksto some good coaching
and mentoring from the senior NCOs.

Our junior leaders are performingin an
outstanding manner at observation posts, check
points, base camps, patrol leader positions and
other assigned duties, and many do not have the
benefit of PLDC. They are getting their educa-
tion the hard way, lessonslearned from the
school of hard knocks. It doesn’t get any better
than this.

ClimbtoGlory ... Tothe Top.
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Sol di er on the Street

What are you most looking forward to when you get home?

Spc. Thomas Darby,

Mechanic

B Co., 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor
(Camp Monteith)

“Seeing my wife and seeing my first
baby born.”

Spc. Wendy Oehlman,
ER Nurse

TFMF V

(Camp Bondsteel)

“Home cooked meals and a hug from a
family member.”

Pvt. 2. Thomas L eef,

B Co., 2nd Battalion, 69th Armor
Mechanic

(Camp Monteith)

“Being back in America.”

Pvt. Jonathan Shea,

Gunner

1st Platoon, B Co.,

1st Battalion, 32nd Inf. Regiment
(TF 1-32 Infantry)

(Camp Magrath)

“Looking forward to seeing my family
and adapting to the changes.”

Sgt. Joy Gilman,
Respiratory Therapist
TEMF V

(Camp Bondsteel)

“Being with my family and friends at
Fort Campbell.”

Spc. Jason Porter,

Combat Engineer

A Co., 41st Engineer Battalion
(Camp Magrath)

“Happy togethometomy family.”

— Compiled by TFF Falcon Flier Staff

Kosovo: worth the trip

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

A couple of weeks ago amomentous event
occurred at theBrown house. A certainlittlesparkly
eyed, curly-haired, chubby six-month-old said her
firstwords. “DaDa.” When| got thenewsviae-
mail from my wife, | wasas proud asaDad can be.
But theat the sametime, | wasalittlesad too.

| was sad, becauseit was onemorething
that | have missed during thisdeployment. There
havebeen afew: my oldest daughter’ seighth birth-
day, ananniversary, Christmas. It sduring these
moments, mad about being so far from home, that |
catch myself questioning why we'rehere. | wear the
uniform, so |’ [l gowherever my country asksmeto
go. But | find myself askingwhy my families' life
should beturned upside down?Why should my
threedaughtersand my wifenot havetheir Daddy
and husband home, just because some people
thousands of milesaway wereat odds?

| wasthinking about how hard thisdeployment
hasbeenonmy littlegirls. Butthenathought oc-
curred to me. How hard would it be onthemif |
never camehome?| thought about all thechildrenin
Kosovowhowill never havetheir Daddy back.
Thereisavoidthat will never befilled. Takeall the
thingsmissed during asix-month deployment, and
thenthink about awholelifetime.

If usbeing here keepsone child from know-
ing the pain of missing aparent, then maybethis
wholethingisworthit. If six-monthsisall wehave
togivetosaveachildthelifetimeof painthat results
frommissingaMom or Dad, then| canlivewith
being here.

Butthen | got to thinking about my job
specifically. I'm not out there patrolling the streets,
I"mnot flying the choppers, I' m not healing thesick
and I’ m not making Kosovo asafer place. | write
storiesand take picturesfor anewspaper. Tobe
honest withyou, it’ sfor anewspaper that I’ m not
sureanybody reads. When | walk inthechow hall,
and seeapileof Falcon Fliersthat hasn’t gone
downindays, my heart sinks. Wehereat theFlier
makeagreat effort to put out aquality paper, but |
find myself questioningwhy. Thatis, | did until | got
ane-mail theother day. I’ dliketo shareitwith you.

Hellomy nameisRachel Gallipo. Youdid
anarticleonmy brother Sgt. Robert Gallipoin
the February 3, 2002 edition. | wouldliketo
commend you onwhat agreat job you did. It
made mefeel very happy when | read that ar-
ticle, to know that Rob isalright and enjoying
himself there. Would you pleasetell himthat |
said hello and that we all misshimand that we
wish himthebest of luck. If you could passon
thismessage for me | would greatly appreciateit.
Keep up thegreat work. Feel freetorespondto
this message.

Sncerely,
Rachel Gallipo

That short e-mail made me feel better than
any ribbon or certificateever could. Toknow thatin
some small way, we made someone' slifebetter,
makes any other disappointmentsfade away.

All of usherehave somegift. Weall have
made some contribution to this cause. Weall do the
thingswhich, when put together, makethismissiona
success.

Inthemovie‘When WeWere Soldiers
reporter Joe Galloway tellsLt. Col. Hal Moore, “|
figured | could shoot better with camerathanwitha
gun.” That remark hit homewith me. Maybewhat |
do, hascontributed somehow totheoverall good. |
know that the jobs each of you do have madethis
mission asuccess.

Someday, acouple of monthsfrom now, |
will finally hold my baby daughter again. Maybel’ll
think that thousands of milesaway, aDad isholding
hislittlegirl. And1’ll beproudthat | spent six
monthsinKosovo.
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by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

KOSTANJEVE, Kosovo—
Asidefrom being roughly 10,000
milesapart, studentsat Osman Mani
Elementary School now havesome-
thingelseincommonwith Texas
school childrenother thanthedistance
between them. Both the studentsfrom
thisvillageschool andfrom
Richardson, Texas' Mohawk Elemen-
tary School, are spending time corre-
spondingwith oneanother, thankstoa
penpal programinitiated by ASG (P)
Falcon’ sMaster Sgt. StephenHealy.
Hedly, installation coordinator with
CampBondstee!’ sDirectorateof
Public Worksoffice, isalifelong
resident of Richardson. Sowhenthe
Army Reservist along with other
membersof hisunit (Fort Worth's
416" Facility Engineer Team) were
mobilized for activeduty in Kosovo
during September, hedecided to enlist
somehel pfromhishometownyouth.

“Knowingthesituationhere(in
Kosovo) beforel deployed, | wanted
todosomethingtohel pthesechildren
out,” Healy said asheand other unit
membersvisited theschool onefinal
timeinmid-March, beforetheir
scheduledredeploymentinApril.“The
peopleof my hometown havebeen
great about sending itemsthat people
and children need here. However, |
feel thegreatest accomplishment that
my unit cantakehomewiththemis
thefact that we can say that we
hel ped studentsfrom our statelearn
how to communicate and become
friendswith school childrenhere.”

Healy said Mohawk Elementary
School, gradesfirst-sixth, isone of
several schoolsinRichardson, which
isasuburb of Dallasand hasapopu-
|ation of about 200,000 residents. He
said of the 200 studentsthat attend,
43arepresently correspondingwith
Osman Mani’ s43 students (grades
second-eighth).

“Our trandator (Naim Preniqi)
hasbeen good enoughtotranslatethe
lettersbetweenthestudents,” Healy
said.“ Sothelanguagebarrier doesn’t
present aproblem.

“Weall enjoy readingthecorre-
spondencebetweenthestudents.”

SoasHealy and other 416th
Engineer membershand delivered | etters
tothewar tornareawheretheone-
story, threeroom concrete schoolhouse
islocated, students seemed eager to
read what their English speaking friends
hadtosay.

Lumnijelbrahimi, age12anda
fifthgrader, saidher pen-pal, Christina,
whoisasecond grader at Mohawk
Elementary School, wantedtoknow all
about her friendsand school.

“Shewantedtoknow what subject
inschool that | enjoy thebest andwhat |
wanttobewhen| grow up,” Ibrahini
said, mentioningthatinapreviousletter
to her Texaspen pal shehad mentioned
thefact that shewould oneday liketo
visittheLoneStar State.

“I hopeto oneday visit with her
and meet her friendsthat shehaswritten
meaboutinher letters. | hopethat we
will continuetowriteoneanother.”

Shaiprim Imeri, also afifth grader
andage12, said hehasalready learned
that heand pen pal eight-year-old Seria
havesomethingincommon.

“Whenshefirstwroteme, she
asked meif it snowed here. Soinmy
|ast |etter to her, | told her that it snows
herealot and that my friendsand |
usually havesnowball fightsaswe
(makeour onehour) walk hereeach
day,” hesaid. “ Shethen wrote me back
andtold methat sheliked snow aswell,
althoughshesaidshedoesn’ thaveas
many opportunitiestoplay initlikel
do.”

Asked about theimportanceof the
pen-pal program both Healy and Liman
Rexhepi, Osman Mani administrator,
agreedthat therelationshipforged
betweenthetwo schoolsisagreat
exampleof how society shouldinteract.

“Wearegrateful that our students
havethisopportunity,” Rexhepi said.
“Thisisthefirst timeanyonehasreached
out to our students(to correspond with
them).

Wearevery thankful for our
relationshipwiththeU.S. Army. They
will alwaysbeour friends.”

Healy said hehopestheir replace-
ment unitwill continueworkingto
improveconditionsfor thestudentsof

K osovo studentspen pal with Texas school children

ASG (P) Falcon'sMaster Sgt. Sephen Healy, installation coordinator with Camp
Bondsteel’ sDPW office poseswith 12-year-ol ds, Lumnije | brahimi, left, and ShaiprimImeri
at Kostanjeve' s Osman Mani Elementary School recently. Both Ibrahimi and Imeri are
presently corresponding with studentsin Healy' s hometown of Richardson, Texas.

OsmanMani, andwiththeother schools
that the416th Engineershave adopted
in Kosovo.

“Everyoneinmy unit believesthat
thisiswhat themissionin Kosovo has
been about. Hel ping other peoplewho
arenot asfortunateasweareinthe

United States. | hope20yearsfrom
now children from Texasand K osovo
will still becorrespondingwithone
another and building afriendship that
will inreturn makeour world abetter
place,” hesaid.

by Spc. Jason Nightingale
HHC, TFFTOC

TheArmy today facesnew and
tougher challengesthanit didjust one
short year ago. Terrorismhasstruck our
homeland, and now wefacenew,
tougher challengesthat requirethe Army,
individual officers, andsoldiersaliketo
rethink what sel flessservicemeansto
them.

A year ago selflessservicewasa
policy, apolicy that | wastoupholdasa
soldier enlisted in the United States
Army. Did | understandit?I thought |
did, but that wasuntil disaster struck
wherenoonethoughtitcould, the
United Statesof America.

| m—
Rethinking the value of selfless service for our great nation

On 11 September 2001, terrorists
hijackedfour U.S. planesandflew two
of themintotheWorld TradeCenter’s
Twin Towers. Thethird planewasflown
into the Pentagon, and thefourth
crashedinarural area. Thistragedy
killed thousandsof innocent lives.

Instantly many firefighters, police
officers, and bystandersraninto the
buildingstogetanyonethey couldto
safety without takingasecondto
breathe. Within one hour both towers
had collapsed. Many of thosemen and
womencouldhaveruntosafety but
didn’t, not until they werecertain
everyonewasout alive, sothey thought.
Tomethatisselflessserviceatits
purest. Just acoupledaysago| was

reading aStarsand Stripesand came
uponanarticlereading“FiveNY PD
officerswerefound dead intherubble
nexttoawoman still strappedin asafety
chair”. Thiswasasceneof selfless
srvice.

Thepassengersaboardflight93
areanother primeexample. After the
planehad been hijacked, various
passengersbeganto makecallstotheir
loved onesand significant others, not
knowingthreeother planeshad been
hijacked. Soon after making contact
with peopleontheground, it became
clear tothemwhat washappening. They
knew they weren’t headed for any
airstriplandings. Asamatter of factit
wassaidthat theWhiteHousecouldbe

next. Didthey sitandwait?Nothey did
not. Doweknow what they did? Not
exactly, butwhat wedoknow, isthat
flight 93didn’t comeclosetothe White
Houseor any buildings. It crashedina
fieldinrura Pennsylvania Thepeople
onthisexemplified selflessservicewhen
they sacrificedthemselvestopreventthe
lossof morelivesontheground.

Now | ask myself again, do|
know what selflessserviceis?Y esl do.
Themembersof thistask forcehaveleft
behindtheir family, friends, and hometo
helpthepeopleof thisprovincerecover
after adevastating civil war.

Y et another exampleof selfless
service.
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Police service schoal tramsthefuturecopsof Kosovo

by Staff Sgt.Michael P.McCord
PressSection NCOIC

Vushtrri/Vucitrn, Kosovo—
Thecultura conflictsbetween
Albaniansand Serbiansarewell
documented. Definingdatesin
history, of their victoriesand
defeats, can berecalled and recited
by either group without asecond
thought. Livingwithalegacy
hundredsof yearsold, thediffer-
encesarehardtoput aside. Inthe
vacuumof war, reality istostay
alive. Intheseconditions, further
hostilitiestendtooccur. Foran
outsider, thisdefinestheprovinceof
Kosovo. Theremust beacommon
denominator found between the
twofor stability,andtoendthis
cycleof aggression.

TheKosovo Police Service
will servetobethislinchpin. The
Kosovo Police Service School
statesit bestintheir missionstate-
ment—TheOrganizationfor
Security and Co-operationin
Europe (OSCE), inconjunction
withinternational partners, and
under the auspicesof the United

part of atwelve-week basictraining
course. Morethan200interna-
tional policeinstructorsadminister
thiscourse. Thelessonsare pre-
sentedinEnglishandtrandatedinto
theAlbanianand Serbianlan-
guages.

Thepoliceofficer hopefulsin
formation, looked muchlikeany
other training classaround the
world. They stood straight, looked
sharpand listened attentively.

“My pledgetoyouis, until the
timewhentheKosovo Police
Servicecan, onit’sown, handlethe
security situation, we' |l beherewith
theUN CivilianPolicetoassistyou
inthislongandvery difficult path of
democracy,” said Huber. “ Every
personinKosovodeservessecu-
rity, regardlessof ethnic back-
ground. Thefutureof Kosovo
security isinyour hands. Thank you
for your serviceto the people of
Kosovo.”

Thestudentsareall Kosovo
residents. Primary traineesmust be
atleast 21 yearsof age, and havea
secondary school education. The
applicantswill undergooral inter-
views, medical andpsychological

NationsMissioninKosovo
(UNMIK) will recruit, select and
trainpoliceofficersinorderto
establishanindigenouspolice
capabilitywithinK osovo.
“Theprimary mandateisto
developaninstitutiontoprovidepolice
servicesfor Kosovothat are; multi-
ethnic, based on democratic principles,
trainedtointernational professional
standardsandonethatisinpartnership
with UN Civilian Policeand OSCE,”

said KPSSdirector, Steve Bennett. He
wasbriefing Task ForceFalcon Com-
mander, Brig. Gen. KeithM. Huber.
Earlier, Huber hadtheopportunity to
addresstherank and fileformation of
policetraineesoutsideoneof thewell-
maintainedbuildings.“ Thereason!’m

Task Force Falcon Commanding General, Brig. Gen. Keith M. Huber, isintroduced to a Kosovo Police
Service School instructor, by KPSSDirector, Seve Bennett (center).

hereis, becausetome, itistheKosovo
PoliceService, notthemilitary, thatis
thefutureforthesecurity of Kosovo,”
Huber said. “ | appreciateand admire
thedifficult task that you havein provid-
ingcommunity security inK osovo.”
Thesetraineesweregoingthrough

examinations, physica agility
evaluationandabackground
investigation, beforeenteringthe
school.

Theschool islocated 25 kilo-
metersnorth of Pristina, inthetown of
Vushtrri/Vucitrn. TheKPSShopesto
train5,700 Kosovar citizensto become
policeofficersby December 2002.1f their
international mandatedfundingholds
out, theywill reachthatgoal .
(Please s2e KPS, page 15)

(ENDURING FREEDOM continued from page 2)

change every day because of
our selfless service of wearing a
uniform. | understand the emotion
of fear. | along with many of you
have experienced personally, the
emotion of fear, and to me courage
isnot the absence of fear; it isthe
conquest of fear. There are many of
us herethat have gonethrough these
emotions, Lt. Col. (P) WilliamK.
Fuller, Mgj. Darrin Ricketts, Maj.
Paul Walter, Staff Sgt.. Steven
Wrzesinski, Staff Sgt. Louis
Armstrong, Sgt. Scott Hays, Maj.
Robert Balcavage, Maj. Dennis
Sullivan, Mgj. John Hinrichs, and
many otherswho have earned the
coveted Combat Infantryman’s
Badge (CIB). They will al tell you
wehaveanobligation, wehavea
responsibility; wehaveacommit-
ment to each other toinsure that
thisvery healthy emotion of fear
does not prevent us from accom-
plishing our mission. | haveno
doubt that every one of ushere
would dotheright thing and over-
come any fear to protect and serve
your fellow soldiers.

When placed in acombat
situation, youwill dothe“right
thing.” Itiswhat we have trained to
do. Every onewould perform
courageously without ever thinking
about whether it’ scourageous or
not. Youwill doit, because your
fellow soldiersdepend uponyouto
doit. Youwill perform coura-

geously, becauseyour trainingwill
takeover, and youwill simply act.
All of ushavefaithinyouandweall
will rely onyouto dowhat you have
beentrainedtodo. | know that you
arewell led. Keepin mindthat you
will not enter the battlefield alone.

Y ouwill be surrounded by your
fellow soldiersand |eadersthat will
physically and mentally inspireus.
Fear ishealthy. Learnto control it
and conquer it. Eliminateyour
doubt.

Itisanecessity. Itisarealityin
our profession. But you should not
be anxiousto test your theory asto
whether or not you could takealife.
Or whether or not when bulletsare
flying aroundyou, if youwill dothe
right thing. | know youwill dothe
right thing. And | know that once
you have experienced close combat,
itwill changeyour life. It will leave
you hollow in alot of aspects. It will
change how you view, and how you
cherish momentswith family and
friends. Sodon’t bejeal ousof those
who have now faced that demon.
Don’t beangry, becauseyou aren’t
there. If you stay inuniformlong
enough, believeme, you'll get plenty
of opportunitiesto experiencethis,
and once you do, you will recognize
it,inmy opinion, for what itis. And
thatis,itisyourduty. Itisyour
profession. But itisnot something,
whichyoulook forward to doing, or
to repeating, but you accept it as

your responsibility. Aslongasyou
wear auniform, regardless of your
rank or your age or your MOS or
your branch, all of usassoldiers,
when called upon, may find our-
selvesinasituationwherewehave
todefendfellow soldiers, and where
we have to take an enemy’slife.
Some of you may experience

relief, thinkingtoyourselves, ‘I'm
really glad I’mnot there. I’ m so
much happier here. I’ vegot abetter
situation. I'mnot fearful for my life,
andsoI’'mreally glad I’ m not
there.” Andthisissomething that
you need to look at aswell, because
if youfindyourself being relieved
that you aren’tthere, | think that's
normal, but you need to takeit one
step further, and ask yourself the
question, ‘ If wewere sent there,
how would | feel about it?

Theseemotionsareall healthy
inmy opinion. These emotions are
part of our personal development,
and | ask you instead of simply
experiencing theseemotions, totry
to step outside of yourself and say,
‘Why do | feel thisway? And what
can | learn from thisemotion? And
how do | develop myself as aper-
son, asahuman being? How do |
takethese emotionsand learn from
them?How do | ook at these
emotionsinmy fellow soldiers, asa
leader, to determine how to moti-
vate, how to comfort, how to con-
sole, how toinspiremy fellow

soldiersfor thetasksthat lieahead?
Thiswar onterrorismisnot over.
Nor do | personally feel that it will
beover intheshortterm. Itis
something that needsto bedone, in
my personal opinion. Anditisa
dangerous mission.

So examinewhat liesinside
your heart, inside your mind. Under-
stand how to deal with these emo-
tions, and to not | et these emotions
control you.

Focus onthemission at
hand. Kosovoisnot afriendly
place. Itisnot asafeplace. Itis
safe and secure, because of our
actions here. So stay focused. Stay
alert, constantly. Every day improve
your situational awareness. Do not
present yourself as an easy or asoft
target. Thereareevil peoplehere,
who would take advantage of your
distraction, and would hurt you.
Thisisthemost difficult portion of
our mission herein Kosovo. We've
been herelong enough to think
erroneously that weknow what’s
going on. Be alert, be aware, and be
vigilant. Maintain your focus. Con-
tinuewith the very important mission
that wehave here. And oncewe're
complete here, wewill havethe
opportunity to, onceagain, go
whereour nation asksusto go, and
selflessly serveassoldiers.

Climbto Glory ... Tothe Top.
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Military Palice bring caming presence to community

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CERNICA/CERNICE, Kosovo—
Outside themilitary police substation here,
run by the 66th Military Police Company,
life eases along asthe sun sets beyond the
hillsthat surround thissmall town.

Local kidstalk to acouple of MPs
fromthe 3rd Platoon, 66th M Ps (Task
Force 504th MP) who arejust checkingin
with the station during their shift, whilean
infantry patrol passesby. Acrossand down
thedirt road, kidsplay, kicking aball. An
occasional car or ahorse-drawn cart lum-
bers up or down a mud road.

About akilometer away from hereis
OP Power, the headquarters for Company
C, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment
(TF 2nd of the 14th Infantry). Itsguard
towersand dirt berm mark along-standing
commitment to protect the town.

A substation’smissionistoact asa
liaison between KFOR, the UN Civilian
Police, and the Kosovo Police Service, who
recently took over law enforcement duties
of thetown.

“Thesubstation hereisanew one,”
said Sgt. Jason Medlock, ateam leader in
the 66th M Psand astation chief in Cernica.
“It’ sbeen open about five weeks.”

The company runssubstationslikethis
oneall over their AreaOf Responsibility in
KosovskaKamenicaand Gjilan/Gnjilane.

Thistown hasareputation of being
unruly, but over thelast couple of months,
thetension has subsided considerably. “The
town’ sheen quiet thelast two months,”
Medlock said.

In ashow of good faith for the drop off of
violence, anew curfew from 10 p.m. to 4 am.
was implemented.

“Once curfew rolled back, they (thetown’s
residents) were alot happier,” Medlock said.

“Themost exciting thing that' s happened

|
Sgt. Jason Medlock, the Cernica Substation chief, talkswith two local
boyson Feb. 21.

herein thelast two months have been the curfew
violators,” said M edlock.

Sometimesthe MPs conduct joint walking
patrols of thetown with the KPS, said Staff Sgt.
Fuller Mitchell, asquad leader in the company
who was passing through the areaon his shift.

To help foster agreater sense of com-
munity inthisdivided town, theMPsand TF
2nd of the 14th Infantry plan to usethe
building the station occupiesasacommunity
center.

“Thekidsfrom both groupsdon’t play
together or hang out together,” Medlock
said.

Someimprovementsto the staircase
and lighting need to be made.

“So (thecenter) isstill inthegrowing
stages,” he said.

But theimprovementsthat need to be
made aren’t stopping the community center
from beginning. Thefirst Boy Scout meeting
held herewasheld in the room next door to
the station on Saturday, Feb. 16.

Next to that room an “ambulante” or
clinic opened up, on Feb. 15, to provide
health careto the town.

“That wasalongweek,” said Medlock.

Large concreteflowerpots, instead of
wire and sandbag-filled Hesco Barriers, will
also be placed outside.

“Thepotswon'’t beasintimidating as
thebarrierswill be,” said Medlock.

On the far side of town, alarge cloud
of smoke poursfrom thewoodsthat sur-
round the northern edge of town and
spreadsto cover thetown.

“They burn their trash up there,” ex-
plained Medlock.

Whilethetrash burns, Medlock talksto
two local kidsinsidethe station. After
talkingto KFOR soldiersnearly every day
for threeyears, their Englishis good, almost
fluent.

Staff Sgt. Fuller Mitchell asquad
leader in the company said hethinksthe
substationwill bring thetwo ethnic groupsinthe
town together by showing apolice presencein
the town.

“They can cometo usand report any needs
andwe'll beout there,” said Mitchell.

by Spc. Molly Jones
Staff Writer

Onceagain, 1st Battalion, 30th Infantry
Regiment (TF 1-30), of Fort Benning, Ga., graced
thegrounds of Ramjane Range, theonly range here
inKosovo capableof handlingweaponry aslargeas
what thismechanized unit fires—Bradley Fighting
Vehicles.

TF1-30isintheprocessof qualifyingontheir
weaponry whileincountry. “ Sincewehavelimited
resourcesontherangeanddon’thavemoving
targetsover here, wearejust doingavalidation
gunnery,” explained Staff Sgt. Edward Westveer, the
battalionmaster gunner.

Theusua qualificationfor Bradleysisa
Table8, but duetotherestricted assetsof therange
TF1-30will only beconductingaTable 7 qualifica-
tion, or “apreliminary gunnery,” according to Sgt.
FirstClassL arry Phillips, theOl Cof therange.

“That' sjusttocertify their gunnery skillsand
keep uptheir tolerance. Onceweget back to Fort
Benningwewill shootaBradley Table8toqualify
themagain,” said Westveer.

“Right now wearejust doingavalidationsince
all of thecrewsqualified at home. Wearegoing to
goaheadandvalidatethecrews, andthey’ |l validate
atthescorethey receivedontheir last Table8in
July,” explainedPhillips.

Thissemi-annual qualificationhastobedone
sothesoldierscanremainaerttotheir wartime
composure.

Whileobservingtheprocessof thequalification

| nfantry soldiersconduct vaidation gunnery at Ramjane Range

“youseethemmovinginandout
of the defilade positions. They are
actually supposedtobeinwhat
they call * haul down’ positionso
theenemy won't seethem,” said
Phillips

Theywillusualy pull up,
engagethetarget, and moveback
withintheallowed amount of time
sothey candestroy theenemy.

Oncethefirstroundof firing
iscomplete, they will moveout to
goonoffensiveengagementsas
well.

“"Theyonlyhaveacertain
window of time, dependingon
how closethetarget s, for athreat
timethat thetarget hastoengage
them. Theobjectiveistogoahead
and shoot thetarget beforeit can
observethem,” said Phillips.

Therangehasadistance
anywherefrom 600 metersto
1,400 metersdownrange. Thereareeight engagements
ontherange, and they must scorea“T” ora“P” onsix
of theeight, two of whichareat nightandoneina
Nuclear, Biological, and Chemical environment.

AccordingtoWestveer, therangeisnot as
difficult astheonethey areall accustomed to back
home, but thethi ck fog on many of they nightsand
snow hasbeenamajor set back and an obstaclethey
had to beat.

Thesnow makesitalittieharder. “Wearehaving

Lt. Col. Audy Shodgrass, commander of TF 1-30, participatesin hisbattalion's
Bradley Table-7 qualifications. Shodgrass and hisgunner Saff Sgt. Patrick
Noling have a communication check with range control in the tower behind
them, before the move out to qualify.

tousereversepolarity tapewhich allowsthemto
acquirethetarget withthethermal imagery,” said
Phillips

“Coming from Fort Benning, wherewe seea
lot of sunshine, and coming out hereinthesnow, we
aredoing extremely well. Much better than | thought
weweregoingtostartoutas,” Phillipsadmitted.

“It just goesto show that, no matter what
environmentweareputin, wecancompleteour
missionobstaclesandall,” saidWestveer.
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Historic visit ..

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

GRACANICA, Kosovo— Inthe

by SerbianHoly King Milutin, and granted
asaseat of thebishopsof Lipljan. If you
visitthemonastery thesedays, youwill find
thisstory laidoutinfrescoonthewall of its
southern chapel.

For the past four months, thebest way
for KFOR soldierstovisit thissmall piece
of Serbian history wasby atour offered by
Task ForceMed Fal con. Recently, how-
ever, the TFMF bid farewell tothechurch,
asitwrapped upitsweekly ritual of visita-
tionswithonefinal trip.

Themonastery wasjust one of several
one-day tripsthat wereofferedto KFOR
troopsasacross-cul tural experience,
hosted by TFMF. Theexcursion also
includedlunchat FilmCity, alittleshopping,
andavisittoKosovo Polje, or theField of
theBlackbirds.

Maj. Scott Weichl, TFMF Chaplain,
hadbeenconductingvisitstoGracanica
sincethe3B rotation beganback inNo-
vember.

“Wehavebeendoingthisfor about
four months,” Weichl said. “ Thisisthelast
tripto themonastery and the battlefield. We
aregetting ready toredepl oy, andoncewe
leavenobody will beheretooffer thetrips.”

Both themonastery andthe K osovo
Poljeareanimportant part of Kosovo's
history. Themonastery hasbeen around for
several centuriesand has seen many
changes. Itwasbuilt upontheruinsof
earlier Byzantine churches, which dateback
asfar asthesixthcentury.

Insidethemonastery youwill find
icons, frescoesand artifactsthat dateback
asfar asthebeginning of thebuildingitself.
Fresco (meaning fresh) istheart of painting
onfreshly spread moistlimeplaster with
water-based pigments. Unfortunately, some
of thefrescoeswerevandalized or de-
stroyed by Muslimsand communistsinthe
past. Thosethat survived had thefacesand
eyesgouged out, becausethe eyessymbol-
izethewindow of thesoul.

Asyoustepintothemain body of the
church, if youlook toeither side, youwill

early 1320s, GracanicaMonastery wasbuilt

Med Falcon visit offerssoldlersagllmpseof Kosovo’s past

find frescoes of
KingMilutinand
Queen Simonis.
TheKingis
holdingamodel
of thechurchand
both heand his
bridearebeing
crownedby
angelsand
blessed by Jesus
himsdf.Inside
thechurchyou
will noticethat
thefrescoesare
arrangedin
levels. The
lowestlevel starts
withthepeople
withthegreatest
earthly Sgnifi-
cance, andthe
higher you go,
thegreater the
Spiritud impor-
tance. Atthehighest point of thechurch, insideof adome, you
will find thefresco of theMessiah, signifying thehighestimpor-
tanceof all.

Therearecountlessnumbersof iconsandfrescoesinside,
some preserved for many centuries, somejust recently placed
there. Theairiscoldand dampinsideandthereislittlelight.
Peoplethat enter the church kissthe doorway out of reverence
asthey comeand go. Thereisstillnessabout the placethat
combineswiththearchitectureof thebuilding andtheartwork
therein. Itgivesthechurchacertainair of thedivine, yet myste-
rious.

Atthenextleg of thetour wasashopping/eating break in
Film City, Pristina. It wasan opportunity to perusethe many
international PXs, aswell asenjoy lunchat oneof thefinedining
establishmentsonbase.

Thethirdandfinal stageof thejourney wasashort drive
toKosovo Polje, or theField of the Black Birds. TheK osovo
Poljehasplayedamajor roleintheprovince’ spast, including
battlesthat werewaged onitsfieldsasfar back as2 AD. A
solemn placenow, thefieldissurrounded by barbed wireand
holdsonly distant memoriesof warslongago. A singlemonu-
ment standsa oneat theentrance of thefield, majestically
overlookingitasif guardingit closely and holding secretsfrom
ages past.

Thetower hasseven stories, several small windowsanda
roomy roof completewith battleplansfromlong ago, drawn
outinbronze. Thestructureitself hascomeunder heavy attack,
not just from enemiesbut fromangry vandalsaswell. Thisis

TheGracanicaMonastery

evidenced by crumbling stairsonthefirst floor, as
well asother structural damageel sewhereinsideand
out.

Accordingto Weichl, thetour started out asa
simplevisittothechurchby aChaplain. It quickly
evolvedintoaregular trip, whichwasopentoany
soldier that wanted to go get ataste of Kosovo's
cultureand past. Thetour, headded, hasbeenfairly
successful asfar asattracting people.

Oneof thosepeoplewasCapt. Raquel Ear-
nest, Chief of Patient Admin, alsoof TFMF.

“Any opportunity tolearn moreabout the
nationthatyou’ rehopingtosupportandbringpeace
toisworthgettingout and seeing,” Earnest said.

Shealso added that shewaspleased with the
trip, andthat it waseverything shethought it would
be.

Capt. BarbaraReilly, TFMFICU, wasalso
impressed.

“Itwasaworthwhiletrip,” shesaid.“ TheField
of the Blackbirdswasarealy moving experience.”

“Thevisits, themonastery and thepeoplel
encounteredtherewill all bemissed,” said Weichl.

Asfor plansto continuethetripswiththe next
rotation, Weichl expressed adesiretobeableto,
but al so said nothing had been planned yet.

Fort Bragg engineershelp KPC clean clogged culvert

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

GJLAN/GNJILANE,Kosovo—Aamdl
groupof engineersfromtheK osovoProtection
Corpsand Task Force Falcon completed an
important projectfortheresidentshere, andhel ped
buildtieswitheachother Tuesday Feb. 12.

Tonsof trash, afew abandoned cars anda
small forestof brushandtreesblockedaculvert,
near abusy intersectionon Ring Road. Theblock-
agescausetheroadtofloodout afterheavy rainfall
ormdtingsnow. TheK PCand 27thEngineer
Bataion(Airborne) outof FortBragg,N.C.
workedtogether torepair theculvert.

“We readdressngaproblemwiththis
culvert,” said1stLt. Gregory Quimby, the27th
Enginear’ sK PCliaisonofficer.

TheKPCengineersdidmoast of thework by
hand, cuttingtheforeswithaxesorchainsavs A
backhoeremovedtheabandonedcars. By noon,
theengineershad collectedalargepileof wood,

trash,andrusty metd inasmall fiddnexttotheroad.

Thework wasimportant for trafficontheroad, ssid Quimby.

“Itwill preventthewater fromgettingbl ockedins deandcoming
overthetopandflooding. By dearingouttheends, thewater will be
abletoflowthroughandpool ontheoppositesidesandthatwill
maintain(trefficflow) ontheroed,” Quimby explained.“ Culvertsbeing
blockedbytrashanddebrisareaprobleminthisarea.”

Quimby fdtthatthisprojectwoul dbeagoodchanceforthe
battadiontoworkwiththeir KPCcounterparts.

“WEe reprovidingthemtrainingtohe pthembecomemore
profidentengineers” Quimby said.

Whiletheengineersworked, groupsof onlookers bothchildren
andadultsfromthesurroundinghouses, cametoseehow thework
progressed.

“Itgivesthemachancetogooutanddosomethingthat’s
beneficid tothecommunity,” Quimby said.“ Partof our god withour
patnershipwiththemisnotonlytoprovidethemwithtraining, but
improvetheirperceptionintheeyesof thepublic.”

Thisprojectisn’ taone-off event,accordingtoQuimby. Theroad
wasidentifiedasaproblemarea, butthetrainingand cooperationwill be
usedasthebasisforfutureprojectsbetweentheKPCandK FOR.

“Someof theprojectswepotentialy haveonthehorizonareroad

were

A Kosovo Protection Corpsengineer pullsan
besically - abandoned car out of a ditch near the culvert on

usngit
asa
steppingstoneforfuturecongtructionprojects”

RingRoad.
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The Best of Combat Camera:

Thisisaregular section of the Falcon Flier which
features some of the best work of Combat Camera.
This edition features photos from the last four
months. Soecial thanks to Combat Camera (55th
Sgnal Company, Fort Meade, Md.) for submitting
these photos.

Soldiersfrom2-14th Infantry Regiment conduct a cordon and sear ch of the town:
December 2, 2001.

Sgt. Michael Skaife shootsa 50 cal. machinegun during a breech attack exer ciseat Range No. 4 near Camp Bondsteel on
Jan. 5. Skaifeiswith Alpha Co. 5th Engineers Bn. out of Fort Leonardwood, Mo.

Pfc. Sean Calhoun stands guard on a landing at the civilian police sta
Jan. 18. Calhounisamember of the Task Force Falcon Personal Secu
security for Col. Bryan Stephens.

Cpl. TimHaas, 27th Engineer Battalion, Charlie Company, givesaway toysand school suppliestolocal childrenin
Komogllave, Kosovo on February 1.
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onduct a cordon and search of the towns of Tupaci and Jezeroin Kosovo on Asoldier stands guard at an out post in Gnjilane, Kosovo on Nov. 17, 2001. The soldier isa part of the 10th Mountain
Division out of Fort Drum, NY.

Capt. Jeff Alden checksthe blood pressure of alocal citizen in the town of Klobukar, Kosovo on Jan. 23.

donalanding at the civilian police station in Kamenica, Kosovo on ) . . . .

 the Task For ce Falcon Personal Security Detail in Kosovo providing Soldiersfrom2-14 Infantry Regiment exit a UH-60 Blackhawk Helicopter at Camp Montieth, Kosovo on Dec. 2, 2001.
Thesoldiersarereturning fromthetownsof Tupaci and Jezero, Kosovo, wherethe soldiersjust finished conductinga
cordon and search of thetowns.
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by Spc. TiffanieTribble
TFFLegal Office

Who saysthelRSdoesn'’ t
haveaheart?L ow incomeearning
householdsand nowindividual
taxpayersmay beeligibletoreceive
Earned IncomeCredit thisyear.
Earned Income Credit isarefund-
abletax creditgiventocertain
workingtaxpayerswhohaveearned
incomeunder $32,121. Receivinga
taxcreditusually transatesinto
placing moremoney inyour pocket
by reducing theamount of tax you
owe.

Earned incomeincludesall
incomeyou receivefromworking,
evenifitisnot taxable. Look at Box
12 of your W-2 Form. The Code Q
amount representsMilitary em-
ployeebasichousing and subsis-
tenceallowances, thein-kind
housingand subsistence, and com-
bat zonecompensation. Thisamount
must beadded to thenumber in Box
1. Thetotal amountisusedto
determineeligibility for thecredit.

If youareeligibletotakethe
credit, you can havethe | RS deter-
mineit for youor you canfigureit
yourself by completingandattaching
ElCworksheet A or B toyour tax
return.

What isaqualifying child?
Y ouhaveaqualifyingchildifyour
child meetsthreetestsexplainedin

thechart below.What if | am deployed
or onahardshiptour for morethan hal f
theyear?

Military personnel onextendedactive
duty out of theU.S. areconsidered
livingin country for tax purposes.

How can | get EIC in my paycheck
intheyear 2002?

If youqualify for thecredit youmay
havetheoptiontoreceive Advance
Payment of EIC. Thismeansyou can
receivepart of thecreditinyour
paycheck each month. Fill outaW-5
Form andtakeit to the Finance Office
oryour employer toreceiveadvance
payments.

| qualify for thecredit, wheredo| can|
get theworksheetsto determinethe
correctamount of EIC?

Look nofurther; TheL egal Assistance
Office/Tax Center hasevery formyou
need, alongwith E-filing capabilities. We
providefreetax preparation, assistance
and e-filing. Clientsare by appointment
only. Pleasecall 781-4692 (appointment
and questionline) toschedul eyour
appointmenttoday.We' reonly open
until April 15th. Comeinsoontoavoid
therush!

Wherecan | gotoget more
information?

All thisinformationandmorecanbe
foundatthel RSwebsite-www.irs.gov
in Publication 596, Earned Income
Credit. Over 450 served!

Tax 101: Earned Income credit for low incomefamilies

Capt. Katherine Gardner and Saff Sgt. Todd Myersworkin the Camp Bondstee! Legal

Relationship A qualifyingchildisachild whoisyour ...
Son, Daughter, Grandchild, Stepchild, Adopted Child
or Foster Child

Age Wasat theend of 2001..
Under age 19or
Under age 24 and astudentor
Permanently andtotally disabled at any timeduringthe
year, regardless of age.

Residency LivedwithyouintheUnited Statesfor morethan half of
2001.

Assistance Officelocated in Building 1340 A.

| nformation about therole of the Inspector Generd (1G)

Special totheFalcon Flier

What are therolesand
responsibilitiesof the |G and what
canthe G do/not do for individu-
als? These are questionsthat many
soldiersand civiliansask the|G.

Rolesof thelG: Thel G
rendersassistanceonawiderealm
of issuesdealing with pay, promo-
tion, support of family members,
and basically all areas that affect
soldiers, civilians, and their fami-
lies.

Inaddition to assistance, |Gs
conduct inspections, investigations
and coach, train, teach and mentor.
|Gs are part of the Special Staff
and work directly for the Com-
manding General. IGsalso assist all
commandersin conducting assis-
tancevisitsand sensing sessions.

What the | G does not do: I1Gs
are not policy makers. If thereis
anissuewith aregulation or policy,
individualscan submit changeson
DA Form 2028 (Recommended
Changesto Pubs).

1Gslook into many issues, but
do not look into mattersthat have
special processing/appeal proce-
dures. Examplesinclude Court
Martial, Non-Judicial punishment,
pending discharges, reductionin
grade, and reports of survey. If you
receivean Article 15 and cometo
the IG to raise an issue about the
type or amount of punishment you
receive, thel G will check to seeif
the appeal was processed correctly
—that’sit. The G does not second-
guessacommander’ sdecision. |Gs
also cannot work casesthat involve
civilian employment or casesthat
concernacivilianwith acomplaint

against another civilian. Equal
Employment Opportunity (EEO)
handlesissuessuch asthese. EEO
islocated on theglobal email ad-
dressat EEO.

What you should do before
seeingthel G:

Thefirst questionthe G will
ask clientsis“Haveyouraised this
issueto your chain of command?’
Giveyour chain of command a
chanceto addressyour issue. Eighty
percent of theissues that are
brought to the |G could have been
resolved had theindividual used the
chain of command first.

Besurethat you have aprob-
lem and not just apeeve. Example:
arethe cooksturning out lousy
chow, or wasit just one bad meal
(Note: thiswasjust an example and
not the case during thisdeploy-
ment).

Beprepared totake“No” for
an answer. Just because you come
tothe IG, the answer may not be
“Yes". Ineither case“Yes” or “No”,
thel G will explainwhy.

|Gssearchfor facts. Opinions,
assumptions, and perceptions may
not be facts. Also behonest with
the |G and do not provide mislead-
inginformation. |Gswill discover
thetruth quickly in most cases and
thereare penaltiesfor knowingly
providing falseinformation.

How to contact the|G: During
the 3B rotation, the |G can be
reached at DSN 781-5044/5046/
5047. The main |G officeis at
Camp Bondsteel in Bldg 1340A.
Therearealso Acting | Gslocated at
CampsAble Sentry, Monteith and
Magrath.

Doyou haveastory or photoideafor the Falcon Flier? | f so, pleasegiveusacall at 781-5200
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Move em out...

Unraveling the daunti ng compl ex process of redeployment

by Spc. Terry Boggs
Staff Writer

CAMP
BONDSTEEL— Withfour
monthsof rotation 3B already
over, andonly twotogo,
many of ushavehomeonour
minds. Wehaveplansand
godsthat wearegoingto
pursue, tripswewill take, or
justaneed for sometimeoff.
Well thethought of goingback
totheU.S.isagoodthingto
look forwardto, but thereare
hurdlesthat must beovercome
beforethetripbegins. Possibly
themostimportant of these
obstaclesisredeployment
readiness.

Of course, most of usare
ready toredeploy. Justask peoplewal kingdowntheroad
andyouwill hear“ of coursel’ mready togohome.” But,
theact of redeploymentismuch morethanjust being
ready andpacking. Therearesomeguidelinesthat must
befollowed.

Capt. Matthew Ruedi, TFF Division Transportation
Officer, hadthistosay concerningthesubject of rede-
ploying:

Redeploymentisan extremely complex processthat
involvesmorethan adozen agencies. Our redeploymentis
further complicatedduetomultiplecountry clearances
and customsstandards. Thismakesitimportanttofollow
dl guiddinesoutlinedintheapplicableregulation. Failure
todoso“frustrates’ cargoand sl owstheprocessfor
everyoneinvolved.

Thestandardsareput out astothecondition
everything hastobeintoshipback toConus. This
gppliestoeachindividua soldierwhomust clear customs
beforebeingallowedtoreturnhome.

All equipment must beaccounted for and docu-
mented. Goingout, therearemuchstricter standardsthat
mustbemettoincludeagricultureandcleanliness. It
takesover threetimesaslongto prepareapieceof
equipment for thismoveasit did coming over.

Inaddition, the TFF3B Redeployment Guideaso
daes

For unitstoensureasuccessful redeploymentthe
following stepsmust beadheredto:

Identify itemstobemoved. Ensuredl property
deployedwithisaccountedfor and manifestedtoreturn
tohomestation.

Confirmto-accompany-troops(TAT) and not-to-
accompany-troops(NTAT) requirements. Keepinmind
excessTAT isnotauthorized. Troopsarelimitedto(2)
Military IssueDuffleBags/ (1) largeALI CE pack wiframe
andindividua carry-on. Unitsbringingmorethanthe
authorizedamountwill exceedthea lowablecabinload

Soc. Reginald King (TFF HQ PSD) watches as Soc. David Wilson (also TFF HQ PSD) rinsestheir vehicledown at
the Camp Bondsteel washrack. Vehiclesmust be dirt freeto meet redepl oyment specifications.

(ACL) of theaircraft and in-turn bump equipment or pax.

Identify hazardousand sensitivecargofor packag-
ing,labeling, segregatingandplacardingformovement.
MILVANscontainingeither of thesemust bedocumented
ontheUDL by serial number and can not bechanged
without authorization fromthe DTO.

Identify bulk cargo to movedinMILVANsand
developpackinglists(DD Form5748R).

Identify blocking, bracing, packing, crating & tie-
downrequirements(BBPCT). Placerequisitionsthrough
the SSA and haveon-hand prior toexecution.

Update UDL aschangesoccur intheOPLAN and
execution. PrintMilitary ShippingLabels(MSL’s) only
after all dataisverifiedandtherearenoadditional
changes.

V ehiclepreparationisamajor hurdlewhenitcomes
toredeployment. Herearetheguideinesfor vehicles:

VEHICLEPREPARATION CHECK LIST

Thoroughly cleanequipment, removed| dirtandoil.

Ensurevehicleismechanicaly sound, freeof lesks,
dripsandother operational defects.

Checkfuel levels.

-Vehicles1/2full /trailermountedequipment 1/4full.

Removeand securesensitive/classifieditemsin
MILVANS.

Removeand consolidatehazardousmaterial swhen
practical. Vehiclesloaded with acetyleneand oxygen
cylindersmust be stowed on thewesather deck of avessel
otherwise, load cylinderson apallet for separate ship-
men

t.

Reducevehiclelength, height, andwidth by folding
inmirrors, removing storage basketsthat overhang fixed
dimensions andremoving antennas.

Reduceheight asneededfor clearanceenrouteto
the POE.

Secureignitionkeystosteeringwhed withwire.

Securerotating partsto prevent them frommoving.

Enauredl vehiclesandtrailersareequippedwith

sarvicesbletie-down devicesor
sheckles.

LeaveOV E boxesempty
and unlocked.

Donotcover headlights,
reflectors, windshields, or
mirrorswith tape, thisdoeslittle
to protect from damageand
becomesasafety hazard during
loadingoperations.

Coverwindshieldswith
Y4' plywoodtoprotect from
stonedamageenroutetothe
POE.

EnsureMilitary Shipment
Labels(DD Form1387) are
properly placed onequipment.
Left, front bumper andonthe
|eftdoor orinasimilarlocation
ontheleftside.

Vehicleswill bestripped
of al equipmenttoincludeBI|,
canvastopsand removable
doors—anythingpilferable.

Thefollowingaretherequireddocumentsfor each
typeof equipment:

VehidedTralers (2) MSL’s(DD 1387)

Containers: (2) MSL’s& DA 5748, packinglist
andloaddiagram

IfHAZMAT-DD 836

If Sensitive—DD 1907

EachHAZMAT/SengtiveitemMILVANaso
requiresaTCMD producedin TCAIMSII andanRF
TAG.

Thereisoneother tricky part of deployment;
customs. Herearetheguidelinesfor customsthat will
insureyouasafe, quick tripback totheU.S.!!

CUSTOMS

All equipment returningto CONUSmust becleared
prior toredeploymenttoensureit meetsUS Specs. The
followingitemsCAN NOT gobackto CONUS:

Alcohol (All ecohol isillegal to possessunder
General order #1) (INCLUDING GIFTSunlessaccom-
paniedby | etter of exceptiontopolicy fromCG.)

Cuban Products(Including tobacco products)

GamblingDevices

Pornography (Obsceneorimmoral articles, books,
pictures films VHS, DVDs) (Toincludeitemsoriginating
fromtheU.S)

DrugParapherndia(lncludingdecorativepipes)

Switchblade/Butterfly Knives

Persond Firearms

Anyitemthatisnot 100%soil free

Attemptingtoimporttheseitemsmay resultin
FEDERAL fines, UCMJactionand possbleFEDERAL
imprisonment.

Forthecompletelistof guidelines, pleaseseethe
TFFwebsite.

Happytraildl!

Explainingsoldiers digibility for Specid LeaveAccrud

by Capt. David L. Gardner
10th Soldier Support Bn.

Service Membersareeligiblefor special
leaveaccrual if prohibited fromtakingleave
during thelatter part of thefiscal year dueto
assignment or deployment to hostilefire or
imminent danger pay areas. They arealsoeli-
gibleif prohibited from taking leave during the
latter part of thefiscal year dueto deployment
to, or in support of,, an operational mission at the
national level for 60 or moredays. Eligible
members can accumulate up to 30 additional

daysin excess of 60 but cannot carry over more
than 90 daysintothenext fiscal year. Eligibility
requirements are explained below:

Automatic Special Leave Accrual (SLA)

Automatic special leave accrual carry-over
appliesto assignment or deployment for 120 or
more consecutive days and receipt of hostilefire
pay or imminent danger pay for 4 or more con-
secutivemonths. Automatic carry-over consists
of theleave balance upon entering the area of
responsibility (AOR) plusleave accrued minus
leavetakeninthe AOR. The SLA doesnot
includeleave accrued after departing the AOR.

Example:

A member departsthe AOR on 31 Jul witha
special leave accrual balance of 80 days. He
accrues 5 daysfor Aug/Sep. If the member does
not use the 5 days, he loses these days because
80 daysisthe maximum automatic carry over.
Thisalso appliesto membersreturning from
assignment to ahostile-pay or imminent-danger
pay area. If amember has 90 days upon depart-
ing the assignment on 31 Jul, he must usethe 5
daysaccrued in Aug/Sep because the member
cannot carry morethan 90 days SLA into the
next FY.

Visit the Finance Office for moreinforma-
tion.
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Russian soldiers contribute to peacekeeping mission in Kosovo

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

KOSOVSKA KAMENICA, Kosovo— As
asoldier who grew up duringthedeclining years
of the Cold War, Russian Army Mgj. Oleg Larian
never expected to witnessan American brigadier
general approach aRussian paratrooper and rub
his head.

“He’ssuch abig, healthy guy and he' salso
bald,” Larian said of the Task Force Falcon
commander. “| had asoldier that was also quite
(bald).”

All of thisoccurred when Brig. Gen. Keith
Huber visited Larian’ scompany headquarters
located in an abandoned textilesfactory afew
kilometers south of thistown.

After agood laugh, Huber and the para-
trooper took photostogether, said Larian.

Theworld changed in the early 1990s, so
Larian, the commander of 1 Company, Russian
13" Tactical Group, has expected the opportu-
nity to work with the American forces at some
pointin hiscareer.

Hissoldier’smissionhereisn’tall funand
games, though. Not only do they have checkpoint
duties, that L arian expectsto be performed to
perfection, but he al so expectsthem to develop
assoldiers.

His company of paratroopers has two
missionsin Kosovo. They areresponsiblefor
two checkpoints, and the security of the area
south of thistown to the K osovo-Serbiabound-
ary, afew kilometers away.

Their first missionisthedemonstration of
KFOR'’spresence, part of which isaccomplished
through school escorts. Threetimesaday, five
days aweek, the company escorts Serb children
to various schools through out his area of opera-
tions.

The company also securesfive schools
withintheir area.

Their second mission is manning two check-
points and observation posts near the factory and
ontheboundary.

One checkpoint, ajoint checkpoint withUS
Soldiers a couple of kilometers and a short jog
away from his headquarters, and the other isthe
responsibility of Russian soldiersjustafew
meters from the factory.

“Themission of checkpoints,” said Larian,
“iseither dofull or partial inspectionsof vehicles
and personnel traveling through them.”

Most daysthe soldiers at the checkpoint
search 300 vehiclesleaving or entering Kosovo.
Some weekends the total has been as high 1,500
vehiclesgoingineither direction, headded.

“We'renot children, aswe say in Russia,”
Larian said with asmileabout their ability to
search 3,000 carsin one day with the help of
Americansoldiers. “Work iswork, businessis
business.”

The paratroopers at the checkpoints are
alsoresponsiblefor observing thegeneral situa-
tionaround them.

If something happens, they report it to the

ARussian paratrooper handsalocal hispassport after writing hisinformation down before the car passed through a

checkpoint on March 13.

higher headquartersand to the United Nations
Mission In Kosovo Police (UNMIK-P) offices
hereimmediately, said Larian.

“My duty hereisto prevent any uprising,
any explosion of tension, not to | et through any
bandits, any criminals, any illegal narcotics, for
example,” hesaid.

When KFOR arrived here three years ago,
thelocal Albaniansreacted to the Russian pres-
ence herealittle hesitantly. Now, both sides ask
for help.

“Everyday, someone hasacow that fell into
ariver, car that isstuck inthemud!” hesaid.

Recently, one man came to him and said his
wifeaccidentally poured boiling water on her
self. Larian took her to the Gjilan Hospital .

“1f these peoplearen’ t fighting anymore, that
meanswearen’'t hereinvain,” hesaid of the
area’ s population.

Sincetheareaisnot avery tense, “no
bulletsareflying, and thereisn’t any combat
taking place,” Larian confidently said hethinks,
“the mission hereis quite simpleto execute.”

“Thisisactually quitearelaxing areafor us,
kind of likeavacation,” he added.

Hetook command of theonly truly airborne
company in the 13th TG about six months ago.
Most of hiscompany had beenin country had
completed about six months of their one-year
tour here by then.

Hisjob before coming here was head of
physical fitnessfor an airborne brigade back in
Russia. Physical fitnessissomething herelishes
and he passesthat enthusiasm on to hiscompany.

Good fitnessisemphasized inthe Russian
special airborneservicelikeitisinthe American

Army’s airborne community, said Larian.

Larianisafairly short, physically fit man. At
about 5 foot 5inches, to some he might be the
epitome of aparatrooper. His company holds PT
five-days-a-week for an hour every morning. On
hisown, helifts weightsthree times aweek, and
does hand-to-hand combat twice aweek.

“On Sundayswerunwith all our gear, with
our weapons and ammunition,” hesaid. “Werun
for fiveto 10 kilometers. They see usrunning
around the checkpoint with all thisstuff we have
on.”

Beingingood physical conditionisn’tthe
only thing that makesup agood soldierin
Larian’smind. Many things make up agood
soldier, said Larian.

A soldier should beaprofessional inhis
duties.

“1f heisamachine gunner, then he should
shoot hismachinegunlikeGod,” hesaid.

Hepointed out two qualitiesof the Samurai
that make agood soldier.

“Faithinyour unit and your commander is
thefirst,” hesaid.

A paratrooper shouldn’t drink too much or
let hisphysical fitnessslide, hesaid.

“That goeswithout saying,” hesaid. “ They
should (also) be honorable and courageous.”

Hewantshissoldierstotaketheinitiative
and have apersonality.

“1 try to bring up my soldiersto think for
themselves so they just don’t carry out their
dutieswithout thinking, so that they servewith
their heads,” hesaid.

Saff Sgt. Michael P. McCord/TFF PAO).

POLURKBAT soldiersmarch away fromredepl oyment ceremonies
heldrecently at Camp White Eagle, Kosovo (photo and caption by
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Signal soldiersprovidelink in KFOR communications

by Sgt. JamieBrown
Senior Editor

CAMPBONDSTEEL— Commu-
nicationsfor Task ForceFalconin
Kosovo consists of morethan someone
talkingand someonelistening. Italso
consistsof agroup of dedicated soldiers
whomakesurethat communicationis

ible.

The10th Signal Battalion’sCharlie
Companyisresponsibleforlinking
CampBondsteel withall of Task Force
Falcon’ scompany level basecamps,
whichisamonumental task.

“Basically weprovidephones, and
secureand non-secure Internet service
tothecompany basecampsoutsideand
around Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo,” said
Capt. AindieCraft, commander of
Charlie Co.

“Weprovidevoiceand data
communicationstothedifferent out-sites
and company basecampsinMNB
East,” saidFirst Sgt. John Bosco, First
Sergeant for C Co.

Thebiggest missionfor the140
soldiersof Charlie Co. isproviding
commandandcontrol.

“Thefirstpriorityisforcommand
andcontrol communications,” said
Bosco. “If you can’t communicate,
you' renot going to beableto control
your elements.”

“Wherever wegowehaveto be
ableto command and control,” said
Master Sgt. James Raby, amember of C
Co. andthe TFF G-6 NCOIC. “Com-
mand and control isthebottomline.
Commanderssometimesaren’tonsite.
They need that meansof communication.
Y ou can’t go anywherewithout commu-
nicators,andyou’ Il findintakingto
theseguysthat they lovewhat they do.”

Andhelpingfellow soldiersiswhat

Master Sgt. James Raby, C Co. 10th Signal Bn., explains some of the 10th Signal’ s communi-
cations equipment to a group of soldiersfromother Multinational Brigade countries.

thesesoldierslovetodomost. This
makestheir task of providing free
MWR phonecallsenjoyable.

“Our secondary missionisto
provideMWR callsfor all thesoldiers,
sothey cancall back totheir families,”
said Sgt. Karl Wilkie, nodecenter
supervisor, C Co. 10th Sig. Bn. “I like
knowingthat thesoldierscan call back
home, and how much they appreciateus
working for them sothey canget free
calsback home.”

“Thethingthat takesupalot of our
timeismoralecalls, butit' swhatwelike
todo,” said Spc. Joseph Beckert, a
networking switching operator main-
tainer with C Co. “Welovetogive
peopleachanceto call back home,
especially duringtheholiday season. It
feelsgreat.”

“Every timewe speak to some-
body they’ realwaysreal thankful,and
appreciativethat we' reheretohelp
them,” said Spc. DinoMontez, multi-

channel transmission system operator
maintainerwithC Co." Thebestthing
about our jobishelping thesol diersthat
wouldn’tbeabletocall homeifitwasn't
for us. It makesmefeel good.”

Thesoldierswhomakeadl this
command and control and MWR calling
possible, perform severa different jobs
toget themissiondone.

“Wecomeinandmonitor the
network, dolinecheckstomakesureall
thelinesarethrough, makesurethe
battle TOCisup, check all theout-sites
andmakesuretheir equipmentisrunning
well andwedo generator switchovers
every day to make sure our power stays
up,” Beckert said.

“Basically wemonitor our shots
and make surethe shotsarecomingin
clearly,” Montezsaid. “ A shotisaradio
link fromonelocationto another loca-
tion, so dataand voicecan betransmit-
tedback andforth.”

“I"'mresponsiblefor threeactive
line-of-sight shelters,” said Sgt. 1st
ClassCharlesDemons, V-3 (transmis-
sionsystem) supervisor. “Twohereon
Camp Bondsteel, and oneat theold
Greek site, whichactsasarelay to
Prigtina. Basically, aline-of-sight shelter,
it' sanantennashootingtoanother
antenna, but you can’ t haveany optical
inthat radio path. They’ vegot alimited
range, and what wedoiswe' |l throw
out another shelter torelay it out and
extend thedistance.”

Despitethe enormity and complex-
ity of their mission, thesoldiersof C Co.
havebeenuptothechallenge.

“I haveoutstanding sol dierswho
awayswork hard, and aregreat at what
they do,” said Craft.

“Themissionhasgonevery well,”
saidBosco. “ Thesoldiersareworking
hard. They’ redoing an excellent job.
I"'mvery proud of thesoldiersinour
unit”

2-14 Infantry standswatchful guard at the Eagle’ s Nest

by Spc. Bill Putham
Staff Writer

NOVOBRDO, Kosovo—Thedays
hereattheEagle sNestnever seemtoendfor
Pfc.Michad Nichols.

“It saneverendingdirde” therifleman
inCo.A,2ndBattdion, 14thinfantry Regi-
ment (Task Force2ndof the14th I nfantry out
of FortDrum, N.Y ), said of hisscheduleof
guardduty,degpandliftingweightsethis
company’ scommeandpogtinthissmall
mountaintown,anhournorthof Gjilary
Grjilare

Butevenif thedaysnever ssemtoend,
somesoldiersherelikeitthatway.

Nichdsispart of andement fromhis
company that guards TheNest, assomeof

teamleederinthecompany.

Lifeuphereisn'tbed, andit’ shetter
thanheexpected, ssidMitchell. A coupleof
DefenseSwitching Network-phonelinesand
Internet portal sconnecttheguystoback
home.

Guyscancal home"justaboutevery
night” if theywantto,hesaid.

“Andthere snowaitingaroundforthe
Internetupherelikethereisback a Camp
Monteith,” Mitchdllsaid.

Nothingexceptiond oroutof the
ordinary hgppenshere. Thetisdl rightto
someof theguys.

“WejusthadaM EDCAP(Medlicd to
CivilianAid Program) awesk or twoago,”
hesaid." Butyoucan'ttresteverybody.”

Whilethedaysdon'tseemtoend,

thecompany’ ssoldierscall it,andpatrol the somesoldiershereredizethey’ remakinga
locd area s hugeimpactonthisprovince
Locatedinthetown’ scommunist-era ) ) . X ) ) Foronesoldierit’ slittlethings likethe
culturdl centerontheedgeof ahill, theview Pfc. Ml(éha_d NIth0|S an w:famymagv;nh Company, 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment, girl beingtrested, thatmekehistimein
thesesolciershavehereisbreethtaking. pausesduring a foot patrol of Novo Brdo. Kosovoworthwhile Sgt. RobertGallipo,a
“Onagoodday they canseetheedges  Inthemainroom, amidsttheraftersand chairsstneartheentertainmentsystem,which  firesupportspedialistassgnedtothecom-
of Gjilanandthesunsetsarespectacular,” ssid - beamsthat supportanew constructedfloor isondl dayandnight. panysadhethinksthemissonhereismaking
1% Sgt. Arthur McCabe, thecompany’ sfirst above weightliftingequipmentoccupies Besdespatrollingthetown,theunitaso  animpactontheprovince sfuture
. nearly every squareinchof freespace. runsSerbshoppingescortmissionstovarious “I think wearedoingsomegood,” he
“Youshould veseenittheotherday,the  Soldierswork outonthisequipmentnearlyal  townsthroughoutthesurroundingarea, said.“Butl won'tseeit.I’mdedingwithkids
entiresky lookedred,” hesaid. hoursof theday andnight. “Werunthemevery coupleofdaysto  here, andif | comebackinafewyears then
InsdetheNest, Nicholsand hisplatoon Thediningareasitsonthecenter’'sold ~ Pones, Strasa, Kortis Gjilan, Stanisorand I"ll seethegoodwedidwiththem.”
haveeverythingthey needitolivecomfortably.  play stage. A coupleof tablesandafew GorjneKusce,” saidCpl.KevinMitchell,a
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Pfc. Craig Keysputsajack under aHMMWV at the Task For ce 2nd of the 14th I nfantry motor pool. Keysisone of thefive soldiers, eight mechanicsand three Brown and Root workerswho
work on the 2-14th’s 160 vehicles.

Monteith mechanics magnificently maintain military motors

by Spc. Bill Putnam
Staff Writer

CAMPMONTEITH— A logbook, full of
notations, sitsinside amaintenance bay. It gives
oneindication of just how hard eight mechanics
haveworked inthethree monthsthey’ ve been
here.

“Wemost definitely expect tofill thisbook
up,” Spc. Sergio Prieto explained. “We'll prob-
ably go through another book beforeweleave.”

Prietoisoneof eight mechanics, fivesoldiers
and threelocal Brown and Root (Services Corpo-
ration) workers, that work on the 160 vehiclesfor
Task Force 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment.

Theworkday startsat 8 a.m. and ends
around 6 p.m. In that 10-hour span, they might
look at 25 vehiclesaday. Their workday varies
fromfixing broken vehicles, dispatching other
vehicles, or recovery missionsthat can extend well
intothenight.

When the shop opens, they do aQuality
Assurance/ Quality Check for maintenance. If they
find adeadlineduring the QA/QC, they hold the
vehicleat the maintenance site, to berepaired as
soon aspossible.

The number of vehiclesthey see aday varies,
Prieto said.

“Wemight see17 vehicleswith afew ‘ hard’
deadlines,” hesaid. A hard deadlineis something
likeabroken radiator or alternator regulator.

Thevehiclesaredivided among the mechan-
icsthroughout theday. On an average day, Spc.
Teofilo Espinol, amechanic, said heworkson
five.

“Butif I haveahard deadlinel’ll stick to that
one,” he added.

Thebattalion doesn’t havethismany vehicles
back home, so their workload isn’t that great,
according to Prieto. But the mission heredictates
they need 160 vehicles. Most areused for patrol -
ling, whiletherest are used for administrative use.

“We'vegrown usedto (theworkload),” he
said. Not only do they work on TF 2nd of the

14th Infantry’ svehicles, they' |l work onthe
attached unit’ svehicles, also, such asCivil
Affairs’ vehicles.

When they first arrived here three months
ago, they were swamped with work. Accord-
ingto Prieto, that isanormal part of any
deployment.

“Those weretheworst daysin therota-
tion,” hesaid. “It' sbetter to beflexibleto the
rhythm of thegame.”

With the end of therotation fast ap-
proaching, Prieto said that he expectsthe pace
to pick up even more.

“Attheend (of therotation) all of the
vehicleshaveto beturnedin, and ready for the
next unit,” heexplained. “ Getting all theve-
hiclessquared away will get totally crazy too.”

On what they consider aslow day, Pfc.
Craig Keys spent acoupleof hoursinside the
bay, fixingaHMMWYV's(High Mobility Multi
Wheeled Vehicle) broken radiator.

“It somehow got aholeinit,” Keyssaid,
whiletightening abolt down. The hood sat of f
to one side of the vehicle, and the engine was
exposed for better accessto theradiator.
Fixing abroken radiator usually takes about
four hours*if everything goesright,” said
Keys.

Heexplained that sometimestheright
partsfor thevehicle, or aparticular tool isn’t
available. But thisjob wassimple, soit
wouldn’t be aproblem to fix, he said.

Outside, Staff Sgt. Thomas Snavley, the
battalion motor sergeant, worked on a
HMMWYV'sbroken regulator, the engine part
that regulates electricity flow from the batteries
tothealternator.

“We'll takeachance, and put aturn-in
regulator on thisoneto fix the problem,” he
said. “If it workswe savetime and money.”

A turn-in part, likethe regulator he men-
tioned, issomething they would turninfor
another part.

With all thevehiclesthebattalion has

here, three B& R mechanicswere assigned to help
the soldiers.

Snavley said they areworking out great, and
the guys are thankful to have them.

“We probably give them 50 percent of our
workload,” hesaid. “If it wasn't for them, we'd
probably be working around the clock.”

Such asmall shop meansthat everyonehasa
second job. For Espinol, hisadditional duty islight
recovery. These missionscan happen anywhere, at
anytime, hesaid.

"It seemsthey happenupinthehillsalot,”
Espinol said.

Herecently recoveredaHMMWYV that had
blown awater hosethat led from the water pump
totheradiator. It turned into an overnight mission.

After picking up the necessary parts hewent
out to the site, and the HMMWYV was fixed.

Most of hisrecovery missionsaren’t quite as
work-intensive. Most oftenit requireshimto
attach atow-bar to the broken HMM WYV, and his
HMMWYV, soit can betowed back to his shop.
“That happens most of thetime,” Espinol said.

Sgt. William Anderson, the shop foreman and
heavy recovery leader, said hissoldiersare work-
ingjust as hard asthe unit TF 2nd of the 14th
Infantry replaced.

“Thelast unit had 30 mechanics and we have
atotal of five,” hesaid.

The equipment was pretty beat up with all the
drivingaroundinthehills. Hisshop hasfixed all
that damage and then some, said Anderson. De-
termining what getsfixed firstisasplit-second
decision.

“We'll gather what information wecan,” he
explained. “If wecanfix itonthespot, we'll fix it
on the spot.”

Otherwise, the vehicles get sent over to
Brown and Root, hesaid.

With the heavy workload, Andersonishappy
withtheway hissoldiershavestood uptoit.

"They’'rethe best crew |I've worked
with,” hesaid. “No complaints, nowhining, no
gripes.”
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Thankfulness. showing God sincere appreciation

by Chaplain(Capt.)Randall Thomas
2-14InfantryChaplain

Wefool ourselveswith“feel good”
language about the power of the Ameri-
can Spiritwhenwegiveno credit to
Godfor thegoodthingsinour lives.
Oftentimeswethank thewrong party
for doing what only God cando. We
trust somuchintheso-calledinvincibil-
ity of the Human Spirit that we neglect
theall-powerful Holy Spirit. Weshould
thank God and be completely grateful
toHimfor themany blessingsHehas
bestowed uponusindividualy and
collectively asacountry.

Oftentimeswhenthingsaregoing
well we seeno need to thank God
throughout the many daysof theyear
becausewesomehow think that we, in
our limited power, have somehow
ushered inthesupernatural power to
maintain an everlasting balance of
constantjoy inour lives. Then sud-
denly tragedy strikesand wefind our
human power significantly lackinginits
ability tocontrol thedisarray that has
entrapped us. That’swhenwecall on
God. Out from the dark abyss of
despair and the col ossal heap of de-
struction, wecall on God to remedy a
problem only He canfix. Theseare

timeswhenthe
painistoomuch

J. God,inHisinfinitebenevo-
I]. lenceand eternal grace,

to bear —we reachesdownwithloving
receive | ams into the depths of our
UCMJaction |I , mortal soulsanddivinely

for unscrupu-
lousactivity, our
mar-

liftsusfrom the quicksand
of our owntragiccircum-
stances. Then, after all is

riages well, weinour human
go yearning to become
awry divineoptnottogive
be- GodthanksforHislove
cause and mercy becauseto
of do so would acknowl-
unfaithfulness,we edgethat thereisa
lose positions of source greater than
responsibility we—adivine

and prestige sourcetowhose
because of moral command-
misplaced mentswe must
priorities, sloth comply.

and incompe- Weexistina
tence. In soci ety today
acknowledgment thatis

of our human morally and
frailties, depleted spiritudly
of all human power to stagnant
resurrect ourselvesfrom witha
thedepthsof isolationand preponderance
self-imposed chaos, wethen of pornography,

verbal
gard for authority reinforced by the

scream out to God whom we know
cansaveusfromour affliction. And

vulgaritiesanddisre-

moral bankruptcy of countless persons
throughout theworldtoday. Kidsare
oftenrai sed withno compassof right
andwrong. Thanklessnesstowards
Godisanegregiousevil. How doyou
feel whenyou’ renot thanked for akind
actdonebyyou?

Thanksis, asweknow, theex-
pression of genuineand sincere appre-
ciationfor thekind actsbestowed upon
one. Thanksreaffirmsthe expression of
humangoodness. It consummatesthe
desireof all mankindtoaspiretowards
theheavensintheir feebleattempt at an
expression of thedivine. A simple
thank-you hasanuncanny ability tostir
themind, piercethe heart, and soothe
thesoul asitsrecipient cannow baskin
theecstasy of knowingthat he/sheis
valued asahumanbeing. Refraining
fromthanksripsthesoul, engenders
strifeand potentially causesill will and
disunity because one has not been
shown appreciationfor his’her kind-
ness. Theabsence of thanks mocks at
theface of kindness, and tramples
under foot the pearlsof blessingsthat
comefromthe purveyorsof selfless-
ness. Canyou notimaginetheimmense
pain, thefeeling of disappointment and
rejectionwhenwedon’t thank God for
thegoodnessHerainsdown upon us?

Sunday.
8am., Episcopal/L utheran
9:30am., Roman CatholicMass
11am., Collective Protestant
12:30p.m., Gospel Service

Monday
7p.m., Women'sand Single Soldiers Bible
studies

Tuesday
7p.m., CatholicRCIA

Wednesday
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass
6:30 p.m., Prayer Service
7p.m., Bible Studies

Thursday
7p.m.,Choir Rehearsal (Gospel)
Friday
12p.m.,MuslimPrayer Service
7p.m., Gospel Joy Night Service

Saturday
6:30 p.m., Stay Faithful Marriage Bible
Study

CBSWorship Service CMT Worship Service
PeacekeepersChapel (North) South Chapel Sunday
9-10:30am., General Protestant Service
Sui Sunday. 11am.-1p.m., Gospe Service

1:30-2:30p.m., LDSWorship
7-8p.m., CatholicMass

8am., Roman CatholicMass
9:30am,, Collective Protestant
11am., LDSService

4p.m., Gospel Service Monday —
7p.m., Chapel MovieNight w/ Discussion

M
7 p.m., Collective Protestant Tuesday.
Choir Rehearsal 7-9p.m., Gospel Worship Practice

Wednesday
6:30- 7:30p.m., Gospel WorshipPractice
7:30-9p.m,, Bible Study

Tuesday.
12 p.m., Roman Catholic Mass

Wednesday
7p.m., BibleStudy Thursday
6-7p.m., General Protestant Practice
Thursday 7-8p.m., General Protestant Bible Study
7p.m., BibleStudy 8-9p.m., Genera Protestant Worship
Friday Friday
8p.m., Jewish 12-1p.m., Musglim Servicein Annex
7-8:30p.m.
Saturday
11am., Seventh Day Adventist Service Saturday.
7p.m.,Choir Rehearsal (Gospel) ﬂam.—ﬂp.mws(?r/;nh Day Adventist
p

Sector Worship

Protestant
Saturday
2p.m.,Debelde
4p.m., BinacChurch

Sunday
CampMagrath, 10am.
Zintinje Church, 11:30am.
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Mogila, 3:30p.m.
Vrbovac Church, 4:30p.m.
Vrbovac, 7p.m.

Latter Day Saints
Sunday.
CampMagrath, 2p.m.

Roman Catholic
Monday
Klokot, 2 p.m.
Vrbovac,4p.m.
CampMagrath, 7 p.m.

Other Activities
Sunday.
MovieNight- 11 p.m.

Tuesday
BibleStudy, 8p.m.

(KPS continued from page 5)

War andconflictresultinadownside
notapparent until yearslater. “Oneof the
thingswediscovered over thecourseof this
school isasegment of thepopulation, the
younger one's, havean80percentfailure
rateonthewrittenexaminationsection,”

for KPSS, Doug L undborg haswatched
several classescomethroughthisschool.
“Therearesomemenandwomen
herewhowill makegood policeoffic-
ers” hesaid. “They havealottolearn.
They'redtill governedby their traditions

“Withall theinternational structures
thatarebringingtheirknowledgeand
experiencestothetraining, | seesome
goodthingscomingoutof here” said
Lundborg.“If there' sgoingtobea
change, it'll bebecauseof thistraining.”

upwithanUNMIK CIVPOL officerwho
evauatesandreinforcestheir newly learned
ills

Additionally,theK PSSconductsa
First LineSupervisor Coursefor selected
KPSofficers. After completingthe 100-

saidBennett. “ Theperiod of conflictover andthings, but| think they' retryingand Graduatesof thebasic course hour course, theseindividual swill beadded
thepast decadewasoneinwhichchildren  thisisprobably thebest policeforcein arerequired to completea15-week toapool of possibleKPSsupervisors.
weren' tattendingschool andthusnot theBalkans, becauseof thetrainingthey  field-trainingperiodwithUNMIK police,  OSCE hasdevel oped Senior Management
learningtheir basiceducational needs” recaive” whichdevelopsthecourseworkthey’ve  coursesandCriminal InvestigationCourses
Having spent some 18 monthshere Thecourserequirementsare learned, withcommunity law enforce- for KPSofficersasthey continueintheir
inKosovo, Chief of Securityand Transport  intense: mentskills. Thebasicgraduateislinked police careers.
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TFMF putsbest foot forward duringfirst ever exercise
Camp Monteith’s 2-14th Inf. places first in Multinational Medic Challenge

by Cpl. Taylor Barbaree
Editor

CAMP BONDSTEEL— With-
eringmachinegunfire. Lingering
criesfor help from thewailing
wounded. Flabbergasted but ex-
cited soldiers. A very different set of
emotionsfor avery different ap-
proach aimed at testing the skill of
KFOR'’s medics.

“Thisexercisenot onlyinvolves
teamwork fromindividualsfrom
different units, but from the different
nationalitiesthat are participating
today,” said 1st Lt. Brandee
Campbell, OIC of Task Force
Falcon’ sfirst ever Multinational
Medic Challenge exercisewhich
took place at Camp Bondsteel.

The Saturday’s, March 9th
exercise, comprised of 14 teams
from various KFOR Commands
involved U.S., German, Finnish,
Swedish, British, POLURKBAT,
and Norwegian medical personnel.

Throughout the day theteams
not only endured Mother Nature,
but the challengesthat awaited them
at each of the seven stations. How-
ever, thebeneficial trainingwasn’t
theonly reason that the many multi-
national unitsparticipatedinthe
exercise. Each team wasvying for
medals (first, second and third place
teams) and the possibility of receiv-
ing the challenge’s Commander’s
Trophy (also giventhefirst place
team).

Team objectives, explained
Campbell, at each station wereto
attain themost “ Gos” and complete
theroad march portion of the
course (whichwas10.5km) inless
than two hours. The different lanes
consisted of : (Station No. 1)

treating acasualty (Station No. 2) manually
carrying acasualty and loading theminto a

Swedish ambulance;
(StationNo. 3),
treat an NBC casu-
alty whilewearing a
protective mask;
(StationNo. 4),
load casualty into a
non-standard form
of evacuation;
(StationNo. 5),
treat and evaluate a
casualty; (Station
No. 6) improvise
and make alitter;
andfinally (Station
No. 7) load apa-
tientintoaUH-60
Blackhawk helicop-
ter for medevac
purposes.
“Wehavetried
to makeit seem as
real aspossible,”
said Staff Sgt. Scott
Kellogg, an evalua-
tor atthechallenge’s
No. 5 station. “Here
these (medics) are
facedwiththe
situationof evaluat-
ing acasualty as

Soldiersfrom Task Force Med Falcon V' steamdemonstrate how to manually carry a
patient during the Saturday, March Sth exercise.

actioninvolving treatment.”
Among the casualtiesin the mock scenario

Camp Monteith’s 2nd Battalion, 14th Infantry Regiment (10th Mountain Division), took first place honorsduring thismonth's

at Station No. 5 were sucking chest
wounds, head, arm and leg injuries.

“Thisisagood format,” Kellogg
said of theexercise. “Notonlyis
(thisexercise) about competition,
but | believethat everyonewill walk
away from heretoday learning more
about how each person operatesin a
setting such asthis.”

Adding achallenge to each
team’ s quest to navigate and com-
pletethelanessuccessfully werethe
strong windsand chilling tempera-
turesthat were present.

However for the members of
the flagship team of the exercise
(TFMFteam), neither the hindering
weather, nor the 6-7 mile road
march played afactor intheir jour-
ney to thefinish linelocated at Camp
Bondsteel’ s Hospital .

“If  hadtodoitall over again,
I would,” said Sgt. Chad Field,
TFMF V medic after crossing the
finishing linewith histhreeteam
members. “Provided | coulddoit
again with the sameteam. This
exercisewasdefinitely not asbad as
| thought.”

Pvt. Kristin Engebretsen, a
medicwiththe Norwegian Battalion,
who played a casualty at Station No.
5, also enjoyed participatinginthe
near eight-hour exercise.

“I thought everyonedid agreat
jobtoday,” hesaid. “ Thebest things
that | will remember about (this
exercise) arethewaysthat each
team communicated in treating me
and the other causalities.”

Winnersof the Multinational
Medic Challenge were announced
during an evening ceremony held at
the Southtown Gym.

Receiving top honorswere
Camp Monteith’s, 2nd Battalion of

the 14th Infantry Regiment (10th Mountain
Division). Aside from receiving the Commander’'s

Trophy, medals and
plaques, each soldier
was congratulated by
TFF Commander
Brig. Gen. Keith M.
Huber. Team mem-
bersreceivinga TFF
CoinfromHuber
were 1st Lt. John R.
Gilbert, Sgt. Richard
Aquino, Pfc. Stanley
Omar and Pfc.
Edgardo Castillo.
Placing second place
weresoldiersfrom
the Norwegian
Battalion. The
POLUKRBAT
Battalion based at
Camp WhiteEagle,
earned athird place
finish. Huber also
congratulated each
member from both
second and third
placeteams. Round-
ingout theawardsby
receiving honorable
mention plaques
were TF 504th MP
and the German and

well asdetermining Multinational Medic Challenge held at Camp Bondsteel. Posing with their first place medals, plagues and the commander’strophy  g\yedish Battalions.

the best course of

werelst Lt. John R. Gilbert, Sgt. Richard Aquino, Pfc. Sanley Omar and Pfc. Edgardo Castillo and 2-14th Battalion Commander,
Lt.Col. JamesJ. Klingaman (center).
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